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10. 30 am HOLY COMMUNION
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  HYMN 49 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

     We ask God for healing and forgiveness

God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face to shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

May your ways be known on earth, your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You, Lord, have made known your salvation, and reveal your justice to the peoples:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

    The priest pronounces the Absolution, and we sing the Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



     The Collect

O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Isaiah 60. 1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your dawn. 
     Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your 
sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those 
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the 
praise of the Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

  HYMN 376 I heard the voice of Jesus say



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 2.1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’
     Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 
and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

     We sit for the sermon, and stand to affirm our faith

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

     We sit or kneel for intercessions,  for which the following response may be used

Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

     And at the end,

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Liturgy of the Sacrament

 

       We stand for the peace
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

     Those who wish to make a donation to the offertory collection are reminded that collection
     plates and a card reader are available at the back of church at the end of the service

  HYMN 47 As with gladness men of old



Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
  
     The priest praise God for his mighty acts, and all respond:   
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 

     The priest recalls the Last Supper, with the acclamation:
 

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
 

     The prayer continues and leads into the doxology, to which all respond:
  

Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.



Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

     The congregation are invited to communion with the words

 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
 

     Those who wish to receive the wine as well as the wafer should do do through intinction 
     (that is, dipping the wafer into the wine) rather than drinking directly from the chalice 

     As we receive, the choir sing the anthem: Cornelius (arr. Atkins) - The Three Kings

  HYMN 36 The first Nowell the angel did say

    
     After all have received, the priest prays the post communion prayer, and we say together

 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

 

     We remain seated for notices, and stand for the blessing

  HYMN 52 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
 



MEN LUNCHING in 2023 begins on Tuesday 10th January at 12.30pm at the Black 
Lion. Do join us. Enquiries to richardmillar@supanet.com.

WOMEN LUNCHING. Our table is booked at The Roebuck for Thursday 12 January 
at 12.30.  Looking forward to seeing all of you who can make it.  If you have not been 
before, you would be most welcome and if you have any queries, please contact Ruth 
Hawkins on ruthhawkins@talktalk.net.

BURNS NIGHT PARTY, Friday 20th January, 7-10.30pm.  A great night out with the 
family, with whisky (or Irn Bru!) and supper with haggis, neeps, tatties, and sausages for 
the faint hearted! The haggis will be piped in by our piper Stuart and we’ll dance Scottish 
reels led by our expert Philip. Practice on Saturday 14th January, 3-4.30pm. Tickets now 
on sale after church, or by emailing Bridget Stevenson at bridget@2fr.co.uk Adults £25, 
children 7+ £10. £60 for a family of 4 (£5 per additional children).

FIRST AID TRAINING. We have arranged some First Aid training to be provided at 
church on Saturday 4th February.  There will be two identical sessions, one in the morning 
from 9.30 am -12.30 pm, and the second from 1.30-3.30 pm.; each session can 
accommodate 12 people. Anybody from the church who has a relevant role or feels they 
would like to take part is welcome to attend. The church will cover most of the cost, but 
we are asking all those who participate to contribute £15 towards the cost (unless 
unable to do so). Please book via the church office.

STAFF VACANCIES AT ST PETER’S SCHOOL. Head Chef: GBP £29,782 - 
£30,791 (Grade: NJC Scale S01 Points 23 – 25, 36 hours per week, 39 weeks PA - FTE 
£35,223 - £36,417).  Teaching Assistant: Scale 3, term time only, 27.5 hours per week. 
Learning Support Assistant, Scale 3, term time only, 20 hours per week. Please contact 
Jacqueline Munro, the School Business Manager, for more details 
(sbm@stpetersce.lbhf.sch.uk)

ROOM SOUGHT FOR RENT, for a visiting Turkish female professor on sabbatical 
coming to London for 9 months, in the region of £600 a month. Please contact the office 
if you might be able to assist (office@stpetersw6.org).

SUNDAY 15th JANUARY
(Second Sunday of Epiphany)

8 am HOLY COMMUNION

9 am FAMILY WORSHIP

10.30 am HOLY COMMUNION

6.30 pm EVENING PRAYER
(Psalm 96, Isaiah 50:4-10, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:12)


